How to
Understand the
Promises of God
in Scripture

PROMISES OF GOD




The Lorp said to Abram:

Go out from your land,

your relatives,

and your father’s house

to the land that I will show you.

I will make you into a great nation,
I will bless you,

I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you,

I will curse anyone who treats you with contempt,
and all the peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.

The Lorp appeared to Abram and said, “To your
offspring I will give this land.” So he built an

altar there to the Lorp who had appeared to him.

GN 12:1-3, 7
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God promised to make Abraham into
a great nation and to bless him. We
are included among “all the peoples
on the earth” who would be blessed as

aresult (Gn 12:3).

PROMISES OF GOD

God's promises to Abraham were given
on the condition that Abraham would
leave his home and follow God to a

land He would show him (Gn 12:1).

While God did indeed promise
to make Abraham’s name great,
that greatness was always tied to
Abraham'’s relationship with the Lord.
As God worked through Abraham’s
life, the watching world's respect for
Abraham and his God grew in tandem
(Gn 14:19-20).
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Generations after Abraham had died,
when Joshua led the Israelites into
Canaan to take possession of it, God's
promise to give Abraham’s descendants
the land was fulfilled. However, the
people’s continued residence in the
land was dependent on their obedience
to the covenant He made with them
through Moses (Jos 1:1-9).
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In his letter to the Galatians, the apostle
Paul wrote, “And if you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s seed, heirs
according to the promise” (Gl 3:29).
Christ Himself is the blessing God
promised the nations, and our claim
as believers and heirs is not merely the
land of Canaan. Rather, “the promise
to Abraham” is “that he would inherit

the world” (Rm 4:13).

“Abram believed the Lorp, and he
credited it to him as righteousness”
(Gn 15:6). Abraham had faith, but
at the time he could not have known
that one of his descendants would
be his Savior. All of God's promises
were fulfilled in Christ, the Author of
everything good, beautiful, and true.



